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Basho Matsuo (1644-1694) is one of the most famous and influential poets
in Japanese history. He is best known for his haiku poems, which are short,
unrhymed poems typically consisting of three lines and 17 syllables.
Basho's haiku are known for their simplicity, beauty, and insight into the
natural world.

Haiku 100 Election Four Seasons

In 1686, Basho published Haiku 100 Election Four Seasons, a collection of
100 haiku poems, each representing one of the four seasons. The poems
in this collection are considered to be some of Basho's best work, and they
have been translated into many languages.

The poems in Haiku 100 Election Four Seasons are arranged in
chronological order, beginning with spring and ending with winter. Each
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poem captures a moment in time, a glimpse of the natural world as seen
through Basho's eyes.

Here are a few examples of Basho's haiku from Haiku 100 Election Four
Seasons:

Spring

An old silent pond...

A frog jumps into the pond,

Splash! Silence again.

Summer

The summer grasses...

All that remains of the soldiers' dreams

Are swaying in the wind.

Autumn

On a withered branch

A crow has settled,

Autumn evening.



Winter

The winter wind blows,

And the snow falls like blossoms,

On the bare branches.

Basho's haiku are deceptively simple, but they are also deeply profound.
They remind us of the beauty and impermanence of the natural world, and
they encourage us to appreciate the present moment.

Legacy of Haiku 100 Election Four Seasons

Haiku 100 Election Four Seasons has had a profound influence on
Japanese literature and culture. It has been praised by critics for its beauty,
simplicity, and insight into the human condition. The poems in this collection
have been translated into many languages, and they continue to be read
and enjoyed by people all over the world.

Basho Matsuo is considered to be one of the greatest poets in history, and
Haiku 100 Election Four Seasons is one of his most important works. This
collection of poems is a timeless masterpiece that has inspired generations
of poets and readers.



Basho Matsuo (1644-1694)

If you are interested in learning more about Basho Matsuo and his haiku, I
recommend the following resources:

Matsuo Basho at Poets.org
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The Haiku of Basho by R. H. Blyth

Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho by Matsuo Basho
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