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Swami Vivekananda was born in Calcutta, India, on January 12, 1863. He
was given the name Narendranath Datta at birth. His father, Vishwanath
Datta, was a successful lawyer, and his mother, Bhuvaneshwari Devi, was
a devout Hindu. Narendranath was a bright and inquisitive child, and he
excelled in his studies. He was particularly interested in religion and
philosophy, and he spent many hours reading the scriptures.

In 1884, Narendranath met Swami Ramakrishna, a renowned Hindu saint.
Ramakrishna taught Narendranath about the importance of meditation and
self-realization. Narendranath was deeply influenced by Ramakrishna, and
he soon became his disciple. After Ramakrishna's death in 1886,
Narendranath took the name Swami Vivekananda and dedicated his life to
spreading the message of his guru.

Vivekananda traveled extensively throughout India, giving lectures on
Vedanta and Yoga. He also founded the Ramakrishna Mission, which is a
charitable organization that provides education, medical care, and other
services to the poor and needy. Vivekananda's teachings were well-
received in India, but he also faced opposition from some orthodox Hindus
who believed that his ideas were too radical.

In 1893, Vivekananda traveled to the United States to attend the World's
Parliament of Religions in Chicago. He gave a speech on Hinduism that
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was met with great acclaim. Vivekananda's speech helped to introduce the
Indian philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to the Western world. He spent
the next few years traveling and lecturing in the United States and Europe.
He also established several Vedanta centers in the West.

Vivekananda returned to India in 1897. He continued to give lectures and
write books on Vedanta and Yoga. He also founded several schools and
orphanages. Vivekananda died on July 4, 1902, at the age of 39. He is
considered one of the greatest spiritual leaders of all time.

Vivekananda's Teachings

Vivekananda's teachings were based on the principles of Vedanta and
Yoga. He taught that the goal of life is to realize our true nature, which is
divine. He believed that we can achieve this goal through meditation, self-
inquiry, and service to others.

Vivekananda also taught the importance of tolerance and respect for all
religions. He believed that all religions are paths to the same goal, and that
we should learn from each other rather than trying to convert each other.

Vivekananda's teachings have inspired millions of people around the world.
He is considered one of the most influential spiritual leaders of all time.

Swami Vivekananda was a remarkable man who dedicated his life to
spreading the message of peace and love. His teachings are still relevant
today, and they continue to inspire people all over the world.
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