Birds, Beasts, and Flowers: A Poetic
Exploration of Nature in D.H. Lawrence's Work

D.H. Lawrence was a prolific English writer who is best known for his
novels, such as Sons and Lovers and Lady Chatterley's Lover. However,
he was also a gifted poet, and his work often reflected his deep connection
to the natural world.
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Lawrence's poetry is filled with vivid descriptions of birds, beasts, and
flowers. These images are not merely decorative; they are used to explore
complex themes such as love, death, and the meaning of life.

Birds

Birds are a recurring motif in Lawrence's poetry. He sees them as symbols
of freedom and beauty, but also of danger and mystery.
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In the poem "Birds, Beasts and Flowers," Lawrence describes a flock of
birds flying overhead. The birds are "like a dark cloud" that "blots out the
sun." They are both beautiful and frightening, and Lawrence is unsure
whether to admire them or fear them.

“O birds, flying high in the sky,
I watch you with wonder and fear.
You are so free and so beautiful,

But I know that you could also be dangerous.”

In another poem, "Snake," Lawrence describes a snake that he sees in the
grass. The snake is a symbol of both danger and temptation. It is beautiful,
but it is also deadly.

“A snake came to my water-trough
On a hot, hot day, and | frogspawned my water-trougah...
And death came quickly, the air was still,

And a white spurt of foam hung on the lip of my water-trough.”



Lawrence's poems about birds and beasts are often ambivalent. He is
fascinated by their beauty and power, but he is also aware of their potential
for danger. This ambivalence reflects Lawrence's own complex feelings
about the natural world.

Beasts

Beasts are another important motif in Lawrence's poetry. He sees them as
symbols of both the wild and the tame. They are creatures of instinct, but
they are also capable of great tenderness and affection.

In the poem "The Ship of Death," Lawrence describes a group of animals
that are trapped on a sinking ship. The animals are all different, but they
are all united by their fear of death.

“The ship of death has sailed the seas,
And the beasts are all aboard.
The tiger and the lion, the wolf and the bear,

The deer and the hare.”

Lawrence's beasts are often seen as symbols of the human condition. They
are creatures that are both vulnerable and powerful. They are capable of
great suffering, but they are also capable of great love.

Flowers



Flowers are the third major motif in Lawrence's poetry. He sees them as
symbols of beauty and fragility. They are a reminder of the beauty of the
natural world, but they are also a reminder of its impermanence.

In the poem "Bavarian Gentians," Lawrence describes the gentians
growing on a mountainside. The flowers are beautiful, but they are also
fragile. They are a reminder that beauty is fleeting, and that even the most
beautiful things must eventually die.

“The gentians are blue on the mountain slopes,
And the autumn wind blows cold,

And the gentians are gone.”

Lawrence's flowers are often seen as symbols of hope. They are a
reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is still beauty to be found.
They are a reminder that life is precious, and that we should cherish it while
we can.

D.H. Lawrence's poetry is a celebration of the natural world. His poems
about birds, beasts, and flowers are filled with vivid imagery and deep
symbolism. They explore complex themes such as love, death, and the
meaning of life. Lawrence's poetry is a reminder that the natural world is a
source of both beauty and wonder.
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