
Four Futures: Life After Capitalism
Capitalism, as we know it, is in crisis. The global financial crisis of 2008
exposed the inherent flaws of a system that prioritizes profit over people
and the planet. Inequality, climate change, and political instability are just a
few of the challenges that capitalism has failed to address.

As we enter the 21st century, it is clear that we need a new economic
system, one that is more just, sustainable, and democratic. But what will
this new system look like?

In his book, "Four Futures: Life After Capitalism," Aaron Bastani argues that
there are four possible futures for humanity after capitalism:
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1. Neofeudalism: A return to a system of feudalism, where a small elite
owns most of the wealth and power, while the majority of people are
serfs.
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2. Communism: A stateless, classless society where the means of
production are owned in common.

3. Market socialism: A system where the means of production are
owned by workers through cooperatives, while markets are used to
allocate goods and services.

4. Fully automated luxury communism: A society where technology
has advanced to such an extent that work is no longer necessary and
everyone has access to a luxurious lifestyle.

Bastani argues that the future of humanity depends on which of these four
paths we choose. He believes that the only way to avoid neofeudalism and
communism is to embrace market socialism or fully automated luxury
communism.

Neofeudalism is a term used to describe a society that is characterized by
extreme inequality, where a small elite owns most of the wealth and power,
while the majority of people are serfs. This system is often characterized by
a lack of social mobility, as well as a lack of political and economic rights for
the majority of people.

There are a number of factors that could lead to a neofeudal future. One
possibility is that the global financial crisis could lead to a collapse of the
global economy, which would result in widespread poverty and
unemployment. This could create a situation where a small elite is able to
accumulate vast amounts of wealth and power, while the majority of people
are left struggling to survive.

Another possibility is that technological advances could lead to a new form
of feudalism. For example, if robots and artificial intelligence are able to



replace human workers, this could create a situation where a small elite
owns the means of production, while the majority of people are left with no
way to earn a living.

Neofeudalism is a dangerous and unjust system that would have
devastating consequences for humanity. It is important to understand the
factors that could lead to a neofeudal future and to take steps to prevent it
from happening.

Communism is a stateless, classless society where the means of
production are owned in common. In a communist society, there is no
private property, and all goods and services are distributed according to
need.

Communism has been a popular goal for many revolutionaries and activists
throughout history. It is seen as a way to create a more just and egalitarian
society. However, communism has also been associated with
authoritarianism and oppression.

There are a number of different ways to achieve communism. Some
communists believe that it can be achieved through a violent revolution,
while others believe that it can be achieved through peaceful means. There
is no one right way to achieve communism, and the path to communism will
vary depending on the specific circumstances of each country.

Communism is a complex and controversial ideology. There are many
different interpretations of communism, and there is no one definitive
definition. However, communism remains a popular goal for many people
who believe that it is possible to create a more just and egalitarian society.



Market socialism is a system where the means of production are owned by
workers through cooperatives, while markets are used to allocate goods
and services. Market socialism is a hybrid system that combines elements
of both capitalism and socialism.

In a market socialist society, workers own and control the businesses they
work for. This means that they have a say in how their businesses are run
and how the profits are distributed. Market socialism also uses markets to
allocate goods and services. This means that prices are determined by
supply and demand, and consumers are free to choose which goods and
services they want to buy.

Market socialism is a popular alternative to both capitalism and
communism. It offers a way to create a more just and egalitarian society
while still maintaining the benefits of a market economy.

There are a number of different ways to implement market socialism. One
possibility is to have worker cooperatives own and operate all businesses.
Another possibility is to have a mixed economy, where some businesses
are owned by worker cooperatives and others are privately owned.

Market socialism is a complex and challenging system. However, it is a
system that has the potential to create a more just and sustainable society.

Fully automated luxury communism (FALC) is a society where technology
has advanced to such an extent that work is no longer necessary and
everyone has access to a luxurious lifestyle. In a FALC society, robots and
artificial intelligence do all the work, and humans are free to pursue their
own interests.



FALC is a utopian vision of the future. It is a society where there is no
poverty, no inequality, and no work. Everyone has access to everything
they need to live a comfortable and fulfilling life.

There are a number of different ways to achieve FALC. One possibility is
that technological advances will eventually make work obsolete. Another
possibility is that a socialist revolution will lead to the creation of a FALC
society.

FALC is a complex and ambitious goal. However, it is a goal that is worth
striving for. FALC offers a vision of a future where humanity is free from the
chains of work and poverty.

The future of humanity is uncertain. There are many different paths that we
could take, and it is impossible to say for sure which one we will choose.
However, it is important to understand the different possibilities and to
make choices that will lead us to a better future.

The four futures that Bastani outlines in his book are all possible outcomes.
Neofeudalism is a dangerous and unjust system that we must avoid.
Communism is a complex and controversial ideology, but it offers a vision
of a more just and egalitarian society. Market socialism is a hybrid system
that combines elements of both capitalism and socialism. FALC is a utopian
vision of a future where work is obsolete and everyone has access to a
luxurious lifestyle.

The choice of which future we want to create is up to us. Let us choose
wisely.
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