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Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) was a prominent American theologian,
philosopher, and revivalist preacher during the Great Awakening. His
sermons, renowned for their eloquence and persuasive power, have had a
profound impact on American religious history and continue to inspire and
challenge readers today. This article explores a selection of Edwards'
sermons, examining their key themes, rhetorical strategies, and enduring
legacy.

"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" (1741)

This sermon, delivered in Enfield, Connecticut, is perhaps Edwards' most
famous and controversial. It depicts the wrath of God against sinners and
the imminent danger they face if they do not repent. Edwards uses vivid
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imagery and rhetorical questions to create a sense of urgency and fear,
warning his listeners that they are "hanging by a slender thread, with the
flames of divine wrath flashing about it, and ready every moment to singe it,
and burn it asunder."

"The Nature of True Virtue" (1734)
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In contrast to his fiery sermons on sin and judgment, Edwards also
preached on the nature of true virtue and holiness. In this sermon, he
argues that true virtue is not simply outward conformity to moral rules, but
an inward disposition of the heart that delights in God and His law. Edwards
emphasizes the importance of love, humility, and self-denial in the Christian
life.

A depiction of the sermon 'The Nature of True Virtue' by Jonathan Edwards.
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"The Justice of God in the Damnation of Sinners" (1731)

This sermon explores the perplexing question of how a just and loving God
can condemn sinners to eternal punishment. Edwards argues that God's
justice is not arbitrary but is rooted in the nature of sin and the character of
God. He maintains that sinners deserve punishment because they have
rebelled against God and rejected His grace.
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"The Excellency of Christ" (1741)

Edwards' sermons not only dwelt on sin and judgment but also celebrated
the beauty and glory of Christ. In this sermon, he extols the excellencies of
Christ, describing Him as "the most excellent of beings" and "the most
glorious object that ever was or ever will be." Edwards emphasizes Christ's
divine nature, His love, His wisdom, and His power.

A depiction of the sermon 'The Excellency of Christ' by Jonathan Edwards.

"The Religious Affections" (1746)

Edwards was deeply concerned with the authenticity of religious
experiences. In this sermon, he examines the nature of true religious
affections, distinguishing them from false emotions. Edwards argues that
genuine religious affections are characterized by humility, love, and a
desire for holiness.
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Enduring Legacy

Jonathan Edwards' sermons have had a profound impact on American
religious thought and practice. His emphasis on sin, judgment, and the
sovereignty of God has shaped the theological landscape of evangelical
Protestantism. His insights into the nature of true virtue, the beauty of
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Christ, and the importance of religious affections have inspired countless
individuals throughout history.

Today, Edwards' sermons continue to be studied, preached, and debated.
They offer a window into the mind and heart of one of the most brilliant and
influential figures in American religious history. His words challenge us to
confront our own sinfulness, embrace the grace of Christ, and live a life that
glorifies God.

The Selected Sermons of Jonathan Edwards is a collection of eloquent and
persuasive speeches that have left an indelible mark on American religious
history. Edwards' sermons grapple with profound questions about sin,
salvation, and the nature of God. They challenge us to examine our own
hearts, repent of our sins, and trust in the saving grace of Jesus Christ. As
we journey through life, may the sermons of Jonathan Edwards inspire us
to live lives of faith, hope, and love.
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