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Jennifer Chang's debut novel, Some Say the Lark, is a critically acclaimed
and deeply moving exploration of identity, family, and culture. Set in 1970s
San Francisco, the novel follows the Chin family as they navigate the
challenges and joys of being Chinese immigrants in America. Through its
rich characters and evocative prose, Some Say the Lark offers a nuanced
and insightful portrayal of the Asian American experience.

Themes

Identity

At the heart of Some Say the Lark is the theme of identity. The Chin family
members grapple with their dual identities as Chinese immigrants and
Americans. They struggle to find a sense of belonging in a country that
often views them as outsiders. As they navigate the complexities of their
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identities, the characters in the novel come to realize that identity is a fluid
and ever-changing construct, shaped by both their experiences and their
relationships with others.

Family

Family plays a central role in Some Say the Lark. The Chin family is a
close-knit unit, but they are also not immune to the challenges that come
with living in a new country. The novel explores the tensions between
tradition and modernity, as the younger generation of the family tries to find
their own way in the world while still honoring their parents' cultural
heritage.

Culture

Culture is another important theme in Some Say the Lark. The novel
provides a rich and detailed depiction of Chinese culture and traditions. It
explores the ways in which culture can shape our lives and our
relationships with others. At the same time, the novel also shows how
culture is not static, but rather is constantly evolving and changing.

Characters

June Chin

June Chin is the protagonist of Some Say the Lark. She is a bright and
ambitious young woman who is struggling to find her place in the world.
June is torn between her traditional Chinese upbringing and her desire to
live a more modern and independent life.

Martin Chin



Martin Chin is June's father. He is a hardworking and devoted father who is
determined to provide a better life for his family. Martin is also a
traditionalist who believes that it is important to uphold Chinese values and
traditions.

May Chin

May Chin is June's mother. She is a kind and loving woman who is always
there for her family. May is more open-minded than her husband and she is
more accepting of June's desire to live a more modern life.

Henry Chin

Henry Chin is June's younger brother. He is a bright and curious child who
is eager to learn about the world around him. Henry is also more rebellious
than his sister and he is not afraid to challenge his parents' authority.

Writing Style

Jennifer Chang's writing style in Some Say the Lark is both lyrical and
evocative. She uses vivid imagery and sensory details to create a rich and
immersive world for the reader. Chang also has a gift for dialogue, and her
characters' conversations are both believable and engaging.

Reception

Some Say the Lark has been critically acclaimed for its insightful portrayal
of the Asian American experience. The novel has won numerous awards,
including the National Book Foundation's 5 Under 35 Award and the
PEN/Hemingway Award for Best First Novel. It was also shortlisted for the
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.



Jennifer Chang's Some Say the Lark is a powerful and moving novel that
explores the complex themes of identity, family, and culture. Through its
rich characters and evocative prose, the novel offers a nuanced and
insightful portrayal of the Asian American experience. Some Say the Lark is
a must-read for anyone interested in contemporary fiction and literary
works that explore the complexities of the human condition.
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