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In the heart of Nepal, amidst the towering mountains and vibrant
landscapes, resides a man whose unwavering dedication to social
transformation has left an indelible mark on the lives of countless
individuals. Om Krishna Uprety, a renowned social entrepreneur, has
dedicated his life to empowering underprivileged communities, bridging the
gap between rural and urban Nepal, and fostering sustainable
development.

Early Life and Inspiration

Born in the remote village of Bhirkot, Nuwakot, Uprety's childhood was
marked by poverty and limited opportunities. Witnessing the struggles
faced by his community, he resolved to break the cycle of disadvantage
and create a better future for his people. Inspired by the teachings of
Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Ambedkar, Uprety developed a deep commitment
to social justice and equality.

Center for Sustainable Rural Development (CSRD)

In 1997, Uprety founded the Center for Sustainable Rural Development
(CSRD),a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the lives of rural
communities in Nepal. CSRD's mission is to empower communities through
education, healthcare, and sustainable development initiatives, with a focus
on marginalized and vulnerable populations.

Under Uprety's leadership, CSRD has implemented numerous successful
projects, including the construction of schools, health clinics, and
community centers. The organization also provides vocational training,
microfinance services, and agricultural support to help communities
achieve self-sufficiency.



1001 Villages Project

One of CSRD's most ambitious initiatives is the 1001 Villages Project,
which aims to transform 1001 remote and underdeveloped villages in Nepal
into thriving and sustainable communities. The project involves a
comprehensive approach that includes infrastructure development,
education, healthcare, economic empowerment, and community
engagement.

The 1001 Villages Project has already made a significant impact, improving
the lives of over 1 million people in rural Nepal. It has established over 500
schools, 200 health clinics, and numerous community centers, providing
access to essential services for communities that were previously isolated.

Social Transformation through Education

Uprety firmly believes that education is the key to unlocking human
potential and empowering communities. CSRD's education initiatives focus
on providing quality education to children and youth in rural areas, with an
emphasis on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
subjects.

The organization has established numerous schools and educational
programs, including the Om Krishna Uprety Academy, a boarding school for
underprivileged students from remote villages. The academy provides a
holistic education that combines academic excellence with practical skills
and leadership development.

Healthcare for All

Access to affordable and quality healthcare is essential for healthy and
productive communities. CSRD's healthcare initiatives aim to strengthen



the healthcare infrastructure in rural Nepal and provide essential medical
services to those in need.

The organization has established community health clinics, trained health
workers, and implemented health awareness campaigns. It also provides
mobile health services to reach remote and marginalized communities,
ensuring that everyone has access to basic healthcare.

Community Engagement and Empowerment

Uprety recognizes that true social transformation can only be achieved
through the active participation and ownership of the communities
themselves. CSRD's programs emphasize community engagement and
empowerment, ensuring that local voices are heard and that projects are
tailored to meet the unique needs of each community.

The organization works closely with community leaders, women's groups,
youth clubs, and other local organizations to identify and address the
challenges faced by the community. This participatory approach fosters a
sense of ownership and responsibility, ensuring the sustainability of
CSRD's projects.

Awards and Recognition

Om Krishna Uprety's exceptional contributions to social transformation
have earned him numerous awards and recognition, both nationally and
internationally. Some of his notable accolades include:

Ramon Magsaysay Award (2008)

Clinton Global Citizen Award (2009)



Ashoka Fellow

Schwab Social Entrepreneur of the Year (2016)

Om Krishna Uprety's journey is a testament to the power of one person to
make a profound difference in the world. Through his unwavering
commitment to social justice, his innovative projects, and his ability to
inspire and empower communities, Uprety has transformed the lives of
countless individuals in Nepal.

As a social entrepreneur, Uprety embodies the spirit of innovation,
collaboration, and sustainability. He serves as an inspiration to all who
believe in the power of grassroots movements and the potential for social
transformation. His legacy will continue to inspire generations to come,
reminding us that even the smallest actions can have a ripple effect,
creating a more just and equitable world for all.
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