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August Wilson's The Fence, Try Try Again is a powerful and moving play
that explores the complexities of race, class, and masculinity in the 1950s.
Set in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the play follows the lives of several African
American families as they struggle to make ends meet and find their place
in a society that is often hostile to them.

At the center of the play is Troy Maxson, a proud and hardworking man
who is determined to provide for his family. However, Troy's stubbornness
and pride often get in the way of his relationships with his wife, Rose, and
his sons, Cory and Lyons.

The Fence, Try Try Again is a deeply moving and insightful play that offers
a unique perspective on the African American experience in the 20th
century. The play's characters are complex and well-developed, and the
dialogue is often both heartbreaking and humorous.
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Characters

The Fence, Try Try Again features a cast of complex and well-developed
characters. The play's protagonist, Troy Maxson, is a proud and
hardworking man who is determined to provide for his family. However,
Troy's stubbornness and pride often get in the way of his relationships with
his wife, Rose, and his sons, Cory and Lyons.

Rose Maxson is a strong and loving woman who is devoted to her husband
and children. However, Rose is often frustrated by Troy's stubbornness and
his inability to show his emotions.

Cory Maxson is Troy and Rose's eldest son. Cory is a talented athlete who
dreams of playing professional football. However, Cory's dreams are often
thwarted by his father's disapproval.

Lyons Maxson is Troy and Rose's youngest son. Lyons is a charming and
charismatic young man who is always looking for an easy way out.
However, Lyons' lack of ambition often leads him into trouble.

Themes

The Fence, Try Try Again explores a number of complex and important
themes, including race, class, and masculinity. The play examines the ways
in which these factors shape the lives of African Americans in the 20th
century.

One of the most important themes in the play is the theme of race. The
Fence, Try Try Again is set in a time when racial discrimination was
widespread in the United States. The play shows how racism affects the



lives of the Maxson family, from the way they are treated by their white
neighbors to the way they are perceived by their own community.

Another important theme in the play is the theme of class. The Maxson
family is a working-class family, and they struggle to make ends meet. The
play shows how class affects the family's relationships with each other and
with the world around them.

Finally, The Fence, Try Try Again explores the theme of masculinity. Troy
Maxson is a strong and proud man, but he is also deeply flawed. The play
shows how Troy's masculinity is shaped by his experiences as an African
American man in the 20th century.

Historical Context

The Fence, Try Try Again is set in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in the 1950s.
This was a time of great change and upheaval in the United States, as the
country was recovering from World War II and the Civil Rights Movement
was beginning to gain momentum.

The play's setting is significant because it helps to shape the characters
and the story. The Maxson family is living in a time of great economic and
social change, and they are struggling to find their place in a society that is
often hostile to them.

The Fence, Try Try Again is a powerful and moving play that offers a
unique perspective on the African American experience in the 20th century.
The play's characters are complex and well-developed, and the dialogue is
often both heartbreaking and humorous. The Fence, Try Try Again is a
must-see for anyone interested in American literature, history, or theater.
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