
The Five Positions of the Blues Scale:
Unlocking the Secrets of Blues Guitar
The blues scale is a fundamental element of blues music, providing the
distinctive and soulful sound that has captivated generations of guitarists.
Comprising six notes, it can be played in various positions on the guitar
neck, each offering unique tonal qualities and melodic possibilities.
Understanding these five positions is crucial for expanding your blues
vocabulary and unlocking the secrets of blues guitar.

Position I, also known as the open E position, is the most commonly used
and accessible blues scale position. It starts at the open E string and
utilizes the first five frets. This position provides an open and airy sound,
making it ideal for playing rhythm and lead melodies.

E (open string)

A (2nd fret, E string)

B (5th fret, E string)

C (4th fret, A string)

D (7th fret, A string)

E (9th fret, D string)

Position II, also known as the closed A position, starts at the 5th fret on the
A string and covers the next four frets. This position produces a slightly
more mellow and darker tone compared to Position I. It is commonly used
for playing soulful lead lines and fills.
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A (5th fret, A string)

B (7th fret, A string)

C (9th fret, A string)

D (7th fret, D string)

E (9th fret, D string)

F (11th fret, D string)

Position III, also known as the open G position, starts at the open G string
and covers the first five frets. This position has a bright and resonant
sound, making it suitable for playing both rhythm and lead parts.

G (open string)

A (2nd fret, G string)

B (5th fret, G string)

C (4th fret, B string)
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D (7th fret, B string)

E (9th fret, D string)

Position IV, also known as the closed D position, starts at the 10th fret on
the D string and covers the next four frets. This position offers a deeper and
more resonant sound compared to Position III. It is often used for playing
blues solos and creating atmospheric lead lines.

D (10th fret, D string)

E (12th fret, D string)

F (14th fret, D string)

G (12th fret, G string)

A (14th fret, G string)

B (16th fret, G string)

Position V, also known as the open A position, starts at the open A string
and covers the first five frets. This position has a slightly more delicate and
mellow sound compared to Position IV. It is often used for playing slide
guitar and creating atmospheric melodies.

A (open string)

B (2nd fret, A string)

C (5th fret, A string)

D (4th fret, E string)

E (7th fret, E string)



F (9th fret, E string)

Each position of the blues scale offers its own unique tonal qualities and
melodic possibilities. By practicing and mastering all five positions, you can
add variety and depth to your blues playing.

Rhythm Guitar: Positions I and III are excellent choices for playing
blues rhythm guitar, providing open and resonant sounds.

Lead Guitar: Positions II, IV, and V are ideal for lead guitar playing,
allowing for soulful lead lines, fills, and atmospheric melodies.

Improvisation: Knowing all five positions gives you a wider range of
options when improvising over blues progressions, enabling you to
navigate the fretboard with ease.

Understanding the five positions of the blues scale is essential for any
guitarist aspiring to master blues guitar. By practicing and applying these
positions, you can unlock a vast array of tonal possibilities and expand your
musical vocabulary. Whether you're playing rhythm guitar, lead guitar, or
improvising, knowing these positions will give you the tools to navigate the
fretboard confidently and express yourself with authenticity and creativity.
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