Where the Blood Mixes: A Literary Exploration
of Indigenous and Settler Identity in Kevin
Loring's Play

: Unveiling the Complexities of Identity
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In the realm of literary storytelling, Indigenous voices have emerged with
increasing prominence, challenging dominant narratives and illuminating
the intricate nature of identity. Among these voices, Canadian playwright
Kevin Loring stands out as a powerful force, crafting works that delve into
the complex intersections of Indigenous and settler identities. His play
"Where the Blood Mixes" stands as a poignant and thought-provoking
masterpiece that explores the complexities of these identities, shedding
light on their historical, social, and personal dimensions.
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Historical Echoes: The Weight of the Past

The play's setting is a contemporary reserve in Northern Alberta, Canada,
where the weight of history reverberates through the lives of its characters.
The lingering effects of colonization, residential schools, and cultural
assimilation cast long shadows upon the present, shaping the relationships
and experiences of the play's protagonists. Through flashbacks and
present-day interactions, Loring weaves together a narrative that exposes
the deep wounds inflicted upon Indigenous communities and the enduring
legacy of intergenerational trauma.
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Clashing Cultures: Navigating Two Worlds

At the heart of "Where the Blood Mixes" is the exploration of identity in the
face of clashing cultures. The play follows the journey of two cousins,
Moses and John, who grapple with their mixed Cree and settler heritage.
Moses, a young man raised in the traditional ways of his people, struggles
to find his place in a world that often views him as an outsider. John, on the
other hand, has embraced the dominant culture, but feels a sense of
emptiness and longing for a connection to his Indigenous roots.

As the cousins navigate their respective paths, they confront the prejudices
and stereotypes that surround them. They experience both acceptance and
rejection, love and loss, as they search for a sense of belonging and self-
understanding. Through their experiences, Loring highlights the challenges
faced by those who exist between two worlds, navigating the expectations
and biases of both sides.

The Power of Storytelling: Reclaiming Identity

In "Where the Blood Mixes," storytelling emerges as a powerful tool for
reclaiming identity and healing wounds. The play is permeated with
Indigenous oral traditions, such as dream visions, parables, and legends.
These stories serve as a means of passing on cultural knowledge,
preserving history, and connecting with the past. By embracing the power
of storytelling, the characters in the play find solace, strength, and a sense
of agency.

Through the act of storytelling, Indigenous characters are able to reclaim
their voices and narratives, which have often been silenced or
marginalized. They challenge dominant historical accounts and offer
alternative perspectives, revealing the complexity and richness of their



cultures. In ng so, they not only heal their own wounds but also inspire
others to embrace their own identities.

The Transformative Journey: Towards Reconciliation

As the play progresses, Moses and John undergo transformative journeys
that lead them towards a deeper understanding of themselves and each
other. They learn to embrace both their Indigenous and settler heritage,
finding strength in their unique perspectives. Through their experiences,
they recognize the importance of reconciliation and the need to bridge the
divides that have separated their communities.

The play ends on a note of hope, with Moses and John choosing to work
together, using their voices and experiences to promote understanding and
empathy. They become symbols of a new generation, one that is
committed to healing the wounds of the past and creating a more just and
equitable future.

: A Legacy of Truth and Reconciliation

Kevin Loring's "Where the Blood Mixes" is a powerful and moving play that
explores the complexities of Indigenous and settler identity, delving into the
historical, social, and personal dimensions that shape these identities.
Through its masterful storytelling, the play exposes the wounds of the past,
challenges stereotypes, and celebrates the resilience and strength of
Indigenous communities.

By embracing the power of storytelling, "Where the Blood Mixes"
contributes to the ongoing process of truth and reconciliation. It encourages
dialogue, empathy, and understanding between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples, fostering a greater awareness of the shared history



and the work that still needs to be done to create a more just and inclusive
society. As a testament to its enduring significance, the play has become a
staple of Canadian theatre, performed countless times across the country
and internationally, leaving an indelible mark on audiences and inspiring
countless conversations about identity, history, and reconciliation.
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