
Writing Research Papers: Understanding
Language-Based Learning Disabilities
Research papers are a staple of academic writing, and they can be
particularly challenging for students with language-based learning
disabilities (LBLD). These disabilities can affect reading, writing, and oral
expression, making it difficult for students to complete research projects
successfully.

However, with the right support and strategies, students with LBLD can
write strong research papers. This article will provide an overview of LBLD
and offer specific tips for writing research papers that are accessible to all
students.
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LBLD are a group of disabilities that affect the development of language
and communication skills. These disabilities can range from mild to severe,
and they can impact a variety of areas, including:

Reading

Writing

Oral expression

Listening comprehension

Phonological awareness

Morphology

Syntax

Semantics

Pragmatics

LBLD can make it difficult for students to complete research projects
successfully. For example, students with reading disabilities may struggle
to find and understand sources. Students with writing disabilities may have
difficulty organizing their thoughts and expressing them clearly. And
students with oral expression disabilities may have trouble presenting their
research findings.

Tips for Writing Research Papers with LBLD

There are a number of strategies that students with LBLD can use to write
strong research papers. These strategies include:

1. Use assistive technology.



Assistive technology can help students with LBLD overcome many of the
challenges they face when writing research papers. For example, text-to-
speech software can help students with reading disabilities access written
material. Speech-to-text software can help students with writing disabilities
compose their papers. And graphic organizers can help students with
organizational difficulties.

2. Break down the task.

Research papers can be a daunting task, especially for students with
LBLD. Breaking down the task into smaller, more manageable steps can
make it seem less overwhelming. For example, students can start by
brainstorming their topic, then gathering their sources, and then writing
their outline.

3. Use clear and concise language.

Students with LBLD may have difficulty understanding complex or
ambiguous language. When writing their research papers, they should use
clear and concise language that is easy to understand. They should also
avoid using jargon and technical terms that their audience may not be
familiar with.

4. Get feedback.

Feedback is essential for all students, but it is especially important for
students with LBLD. Getting feedback from a teacher, tutor, or peer can
help students identify and correct errors in their writing. It can also help
students improve their writing style and organization.

Writing research papers can be a challenge for students with LBLD, but it is
not impossible. With the right support and strategies, students with LBLD



can write strong research papers that demonstrate their knowledge and
skills.

The following resources can provide additional support for students with
LBLD:

National Center for Learning Disabilities

Learning Disabilities Association of America
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